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The Constitution of the United States defines the federal government and prescribes its powers.
It gives certain powers to the Congress.  Article I Section 8 begins: 

“Congress shall have the power to ...”then it lists exactly 17 powers.

(Oh, there’s also something called an “elastic clause,” but that merely lets Congress to make laws for
“carrying  into execution the foregoing Powers.”  No new powers; not “elastic” at all!)
Congress, and the other branches, have NO other powers except what is given to them by the Constitution.

The original Constitution needed 9 states to be ratified, but most states refused until a dozen amendments were passed, adding a “Bill of Rights” to further restrict the powers of the Federal government.  

Yes, there were a dozen amendments in the Bill of Rights   as passed by the original Congress.  

Ten were ratified immediately by the states.  
One was finally ratified many years later.  

(One more still has not been ratified.  We’ll discuss that one some other time.)

Anyhow, the tenth amendment in the Bill of Rights says that:

The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution ...

are reserved to the states respectively or to the people.
That was added to make it perfectly clear and explicit that the Federal government is prohibited 

from doing anything more than what the Constitution allows.  It has no additional powers.


The net result of all this, logically, is that the Federal government 

is not authorized to do anything that is beyond what the Constitution allows it to do.
It has been estimated that only about 2% of the non-defense spending in the Federal budget

is covered by the powers delegated by the Constitution.
(That’s another issue we can investigate at some other time.)

One thing the Constitutional Convention delegates were very concerned about in 1789 was unfair taxation.

Politically-weak states worried that their citizens might get ripped off by the more powerful states.
Article I Section 9 has several rules to prevent this, including this one:

No capitation, or other direct tax, shall be laid 

unless in proportion to the census or enumeration ...
It was this language which caused the Supreme Court to strike down an income tax, over 100 years ago.

An income tax used to finance the Civil War was later found to have violated this equal-taxation rule.

Congress proposed a Constitutional Amendment to try to set aside the rule against unequal taxation.

(Amending the Constitution actually was a rather radical thing, in those days!  

There had only been 5 of them since the Bill of Rights, including the 3 due to the Civil War.)
After passing Congress (2/3 of each house), an Amendment must be approved by ¾ of the states to be ratified.

In 1913, this meant that legislatures of 36 states had to approve the exact same wording as proposed,

and so notify the Secretary of State.

In February of 1913, a Mr. Knox was the lame duck Secretary of State, 

in the outgoing administration of William Howard Taft

(a sitting President, who had lost his re-election bid by coming in third!)
Knox is best known as the eponym for a word that came to be a synonym for adultery:  “Philander”

That was his first name!  He was responsible for that word becoming part of American slang, 

due to his well-publicized exploits with “interns” (or whatever they were called in those days).  
If Secretary Knox’ first name had been Phinagle, or Phinagler, then it might be more significant.

However, the sexual proclivities of Philander the philanderer are not directly relevant 

to Constitutional matters, so let’s save that for another day, too.
On February 25th, 1913, the outgoing Secretary of State Philander Knox proclaimed that the Sixteenth Amendment was in effect – meaning that it had been duly ratified by the legislatures of at least 36 states.


It now appears that no such ratification ever took place.  According to several historical researchers:

· Knox falsely reported that a number of states had voted for it when they had actually voted against it.

· Some state legislatures sent messages proposing changes to make it acceptable, but rejected it as-is.
· Some states had not completed the ratification process required by their own state constitutions.
Altogether, Knox counted 18 states as approving when they had not satisfied all legal requirements.
That does not even count punctuation and spelling errors (which Constitutional lawyers consider significant).

Nor does it count the peculiar technical problem regarding Ohio’s admission to the Union 150 years 

after everyone thought it really was a state.
(That, too, is a story for another day.)
When Bob Schulz appeared on the “Hannity & Combes” TV show, Alan Combes mistakenly 

referred to the Ohio situation, suggesting that this whole thing was merely about minor technicalities.
However, technicalities like that are not part of the argument, nor are spelling and punctuation discrepancies.

Philander Knox stated that 38 states had approved, when the number was well below 36 – closer to 20.

So, the claim is that the 16th Amendment was never ratified and is not part of the Constitution.

Knox’s philandering days are over, and he can no longer be prosecuted for any of the fraudulent actions that have been documented.  However, the courts have yet to rule on the remedy for citizens of the states from whom inequitable taxes have been collected under laws that apparently were unconstitutional.


Recently, several groups have exercised their Constitutional right to

“petition the government for redress of grievances”
 Hearings have been scheduled for the government agencies to answer questions 

about their legal status and legitimacy.  

Can they satisfy the public that the laws they cite are valid?  


We’ll ask our guest, Bob Schulz to update our Long Island WUSB audience about the hearings,

and about his organizations campaign urging taxpayers:


Wait to File --
Until the Trial!

I first met Bob Schulz when he ran for Governor of New York, as the Libertarian party candidate.
I’ll never forget the debate where he accomplished the impossible:  leaving Mario Cuomo speechless!

Bob, thank you very much for agreeing to be with us this afternoon.


Welcome to Radio Free Tuesday’s Long Island Liberty show, Robert Schulz,


Founder and Chair of “We the People Foundation”.

QUESTIONS:

· [naively] Why did Congress go along as if the Amdt was ratified?  

Why did Presidents?  Why would state Governors not object (esp. from states that Knox lied about)?

· Clarify:  so you are NOT suggesting that people refuse to pay income tax?
You’re not suggesting they violate the IRS code or that they fail to file when IRS rules say so?
(i.e. Can petition for redress, protest, etc. -- w/o necessarily violating what IRS claims is the law.)

· “safe” ways to seek redress (like calling Congress and filing extension forms) vs. “unsafe” ways,
(e.g. lying down in traffic; filing “frivolous” return –which may result in paying a fine!)

[Bob,] please advise our WUSB listeners what NOT to do.

-- What is “Project Toto”?

-- Website:

http://givemeliberty.org

-- Email:

info@ givemeliberty.org

OTHER:

-- Spending public monies for private purposes,
e.g. Suffolk County Legislature collects and hands out millions of $ for charitable causes like
soccer teams, churches, community groups, Boy Scouts.  Very nice causes, but why shud they pick?
???? Lawsuit // NYS Constitution.

??? Ron Paul’s Liberty Amendment:  restrict Fed govt agencies, property, $ 

to only what is authorized by Const.

  ( 1.518.656.3578   (not for airing)

[[[[ Tell Bob:  don’t discuss hunger strike. ]]]]

