PLOT / Alan

College/Grad School/Research 

Alan has always been fascinated by 3D & multi-dimensional geometry.

Physics grad school research:  crystal structures & mathematical crystallography. 

Thesis topic:  to develop a promising method for direct determination of structure,).

However, he is distracted by:


patterns in DNA codon sequences, and


trying to understand their effect on protein folding. 

He studies the stereochemical characteristics of specific amino acids, 


and how linkages might affect the next folding, etc. 

After proposed new thesis topic is rejected, Alan pursues it anyhow. 


(He is slightly obsessed with the idea, 


but cannot convince thesis advisor, cmte, etc.) 

Eventually, he takes time off to pursue these ideas. 

     (A friend gives him access to idle "grid" computer power.) 

This leads to method for genetic synthesis of tissue/organ/protoplasmic-substance

     which grows (cell reproduction), given nutrients (and energy). 

     (Nutrients can be produced from nearly any biomass, compost, etc.) 

     (Energy supplied by electrical devices; later, solar collectors suffice) 

The Corporation 

(What to name it? Biodyne, biofold know when to fold 'em (/codons), "stereobiology" ) 

Alan’s discoveries are first applied to organ repair, etc. 

e.g. making artificially-started natural organs, 

but also repair of existing organs. 

Corporation is started. 

Patents --> mfg 

Very successful! 

Goes public. 

Alan backs away from management of Corp, does research as "Chief Scientist". 

Interlude

(He has also been teaching at former college.)

Alma mater invites him to be Visiting Prof., lecture, design new curriculum. He does.

(He later completes studies, but after Prize is awarded.)

… It is during this period that the flu strikes.

Infringement, etc.
(WHEN???  Before or after the cloud?!!!)
(Baliman/food/infringement)   ((("Protein Recycler”. ))) 

Baliman has applied Alan's methods/patents to make Food Machine (a la Carrel). 

Indonesian group (semi-terrorist) uses it to obtain political power in Africa, 

(withholds food & technology, some violence). 

Corp. mgmt. acts -- lawsuits / US polit pressure (maybe military intervention) / foreign +++ 

Alan visits Indonesia, meets Baliman, comes to agreement.

Alan retakes company, licenses technology, etc. 

Donations to charity. / Fund food production (but protect patents, etc.) 

Nobel Peace prize for organization. 

Nobel Chem prize (Chem????!!!!) for Alan. 

2/ in one year! 

non-PhD (non-Chemist) 

The Flu

Many people who had the flu become mildly obsessed with a certain “pattern”.

Some express it in drawings, musically, with rhythms, etc. – similar to “Close Encounters” movie.

Alan's Quest (Compulsions) 

Alan is also affected by “the pattern”.

Alan searches for DNA codon sequences that exhibit this pattern.

He finds the pattern in “junk” (unused) DNA of several species.

It is always preceded by another pattern.

DNA codon sequence between the two patterns is sensible, but only if


Expressed differently and with certain changes.


(Old DNA?  RNA?  Mitochondria?  Nucleus involvement?)

Alan later “plugs in” the second pattern into the orange box he discovers on Mt. Erebus.


-- this leads to the cloud release.


(Nanomachine was gated by presence of DNA containing the second pattern.)

Cloud is a second virus (??) ( expression of hidden sequences, using alt translation.

The Cloud 

"Frivolous at 40" is after the cloud.

??? Is cloud before or after Baliman/takeover/etc. ???

+++ Back to Jenny's phone call. -- How to advance plot 

  More info re cloud, etc. 

  Species found? [[[ What does Jenny do? Ichthyologist??? ]]] 

  Something about cabin, gravel, etc.??? 

How to synchronize the timelines?

  Is Alan in his 2nd retirement?! 

Peep-driven events:

·       Trigger signals + nanomachines


- start of liquidation process


- creation of virus – to trigger hidden sequences


- some new species are created

·       Virus release 


-- flu & compulsions



-> Alan’s quest.

·       Capsule floats (umbrella rise)

·       The cloud 

World/Alan events:

o       Virus / Alan's compulsions 

o       The Cloud 


- released by Alan


- trigger awaited DNA signal & detection of all components / Alan’s action merely hastened it

o       Gravel incident at cabin = MUCH LATER 

Alan's history:

§       Alan's scientific discoveries.  Corporation.  Market success, etc. 

§       Alan "retires" – Visiting Prof.

§       Indonesian infringement, etc. 

§       Alan retakes company - licenses technology for food production.

§       Nobel Prize (?) 

WHEN is Flu?  When is cloud?

Alan’s quest:
